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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Minutes of special meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 27 August 2018  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co. Kildare. 

 

Members Present: Councillor S Power (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, F Brett,  

K Byrne, B Caldwell, R Cronin, M Dalton, S Doyle, T Durkan, B Hillis,              

I Keatley, C Kelly, P Kennedy, M McCabe, F McLoughlin Healy, M Miley,       

S Moore, J Neville, S O’Neill, R Power, T Redmond, D Scully, M Wall,            

P Ward, B Weld and B Young. 

 

Apologies:  Councillors  A Breslin, D Callaghan, M Coleman, I Cussen, D Fitzpatrick, A 

Larkin, M Lynch, P McEvoy, J McGinley, T Murray, N O Cearúil, J Pender,    

M Stafford. 

. 

Officials Present:  Mr N Morrissey, Deputy Chief Executive, Ms M McIvor (Meetings  

                               Administrator), Mr J Hannigan (Meetings Secretary) and other officials. 

 

 

01/0818 

Welcome 

The Mayor welcomed the members and candidates to the meeting.  He outlined that the purpose 

of the meeting was to give those seeking to be nominated by Kildare County Council to contest the 

upcoming Presidential Election an opportunity to present to the members. The Mayor informed the 

members that the order for the election had not yet been signed and that there would be no 

decision made at this meeting as to who would be nominated. He informed the members that the 

six individuals had contacted either him directly or the council expressing an interest in seeking the 

nomination, had been invited to attend.  He had spoken to another individual who had contacted 

him late on the previous Friday evening and had advised them that every effort would be made to 

facilitate them at this meeting but they had decided not to attend.  

He informed the members that each speaker was being given ten minutes to address the meeting 
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and ten minutes was being allocated for questions and answers. Invitations had been sent to Mr 

Gavin Duffy, Senator Joan Freeman, Ms Marie Goretti Moylan, Mr John Groake, Mr Kevin 

Sharkey and Mr James P Smyth. 

 The Mayor stated Mr Groarke had informed the Meetings Administrator that he would not be 

attending and there had been no response from Ms Goretti Moylan.  

 

02/0818 

Standing order 21 (Photographs) 

The Mayor advised that a request had been received from the press to permit them to take 

photographs during the meeting.  He advised in accordance with Standing Order 21 that the taking 

of photographs in the chamber was not permitted without the agreement of the members. 

Resolved with the agreement of the members that the press be permitted to take photographs 

during the meeting. 

 

03/2018 

Mr Gavin Duffy 

Mr Duffy informed the members of his connections with Kildare and outlined his vision for the role 

of the President. The legislative power as laid by the Constitution and the soft power as envisaged 

by himself.  He also talked of how previous office holders had developed the role of the President. 

Mr Duffy outlined the attributes and experience that would stand to him in the role if elected. If 

elected, he stated he would concentrate his effort and focus on five pillars as he saw it i.e. Youth, 

Age, Diversity and Inclusion, Respect and Working Together.  He also promised that his 

presidency would be open and transparent.  He concluded by thanking the Mayor and members 

for the opportunity to present to them. 

The Mayor invited questions from the members. 

Mr Duffy responded to the questions from the elected members. 

 

The Mayor thanked Mr Duffy and wished him well. 
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04/2018 

Senator Joan Freeman 

The Mayor welcomed Senator Freeman to the meeting. Senator Freeman told the members that 

her mother was from Kildare and outlined her experience and qualifications and detailed her work 

as a Senator and how she founded Pieta House.  She confirmed her Presidency would be very 

much as a champion for those suffering with mental health issues.  She also talked of the lack of 

resources being provided for people with mental health issues and particularly highlighted the lack 

of bed spaces for young people with mental health issues.  If elected, she stated she could be the 

voice and conscience of the country and described herself as a non traditional politician.  She also 

disclosed that she donated her salary from her Senator role, to Pieta House. 

 

The Mayor invited questions from the members. 

Senator Freeman responded to the questions from the elected members. 

The Mayor thanked Senator Freeman and wished her well. 

 

05/2018 

Mr James P Smyth 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Smyth to the meeting. Mr Smyth confirmed he was offering a different 

type of presidency which was based on the Arts.  He spoke of his career as a musician and a 

lecturer who had travelled all over the world. He expressed his disillusionment where citizens are 

now called customers and stated Ireland had been in a state of quarrel with itself for a period of 

time. He spoke of the arts, homelessness and the growth of soup kitchens and evictions. He 

proposed to use the Presidential Election to bridge the chasm between the people and the elected 

representatives. 

 

The Mayor invited questions from the members 

Mr Smyth responded to the questions from the elected members. 

The Mayor thanked Mr Smyth and wished him well. 
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06/2018 

Mr Kevin Sharkey 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Sharkey to the meeting.  Mr Sharkey spoke of his upbringing in Donegal, 

and how Ireland was a welcoming place.  He spoke of his experiences of abuse and how he had 

sought justice for those who were abused.  He described himself as a winner not a survivor. He 

talked of the importance of Ireland’s relationship with America and projected his vision for Ireland. 

He also talked of the demise of villages and how this needed to be addressed stating he would be 

a voice for democracy. 

 

The Mayor invited questions from the members 

Mr Sharkey responded to the questions from the elected members. 

The Mayor thanked Mr Sharkey and wished him well. 

 

07/2018 

Other Candidates 

The members enquired about candidates who had declared since the invitation to the meeting 

issued.  The Cathaoirleach advised the members that he had spoken to a candidate who was not 

on the list for this meeting and had offered to facilitate them at today’s meeting.  The Mayor 

informed the members that there might be a need for a further special meeting to hear further 

potential nominees. He confirmed once the Presidential Order was signed the council would have 

a clear understanding of the timelines and stated that he would keep the members informed of 

developments in this regard and thanked the members for their attendance. The Mayor thanked 

the media and those who had organised the meeting. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 


